[Mid-dermal elastolysis after insertion of a pacemaker].
Mid-dermal elastolysis (MDE) is a rare acquired disease of elastic tissue histologically characterized by focal loss of elastic fibres within the mid-dermis. While the mechanisms leading to MDE remain unknown, increased degradation of elastic fibres may be involved. Many factors potentially triggering such degradation have been suggested. A 58-year-old man consulted for an asymptomatic reticulated eruption that began in the area of a pacemaker implanted six weeks earlier. The eruption consisted of erythematous polycyclic and coalescing macules with a wrinkled centre. Histopathology with orcein staining revealed focal loss of elastic fibres in the superficial reticular dermis only. Hypersensitivity reaction to any components of the pacemaker was ruled out by means of allergy exploration. Laboratory investigations including autoimmunological and haematological factors were unremarkable. A diagnosis was made of a reticular variant of MDE following insertion of a pacemaker. We report the second case of MDE following the insertion of a pacemaker, which could have triggered an inflammatory response directed specifically towards the elastic fibres.